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Citizens Advice says the amount of household debt in the UK is now £1.4 trillion. 

Unsecured debt is predicted to hit £350 billion by 2020. This session will help you think 

about how the Church has developed its teaching on debt, money and credit over the last 

two thousand years. It is the second of four films which aim to help you think about how 

the Church can tackle one of the most pervasive problems our society faces.  

 

Watch :  

Find the film ‘Money, Scripture & Tradition’ on: www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/

resources/god-and-money 

 

Discuss  

Was there anything that stood out to you straight away from the video? Were there things 

that surprised you, that you hadn’t thought about before or that made you think about the 

teaching of the Church in this issue differently?  

 

Read:  

■ Luke 19:1-10 – the story of Zacchaeus  

 

Film Two: Money, Scripture & Tradition  

This guide will help you to use the video for discussion and 

learning in a group. You’ll simply need the video itself, access 

to a Bible and as much time for discussion as you want!  

http://www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/resources/god-and-money
http://www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/resources/god-and-money
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Questions :  

■ “An idol is something from the good creation that God has given us that gets a 

disproportionate amount of our attention.” How might this apply to the issue of 

money and debt in the 21st Century UK?  

■ Were you surprised about the depth of teaching throughout history on money?  

■ Have you thought about these issues in depth before? Have you heard sermons 

about money and debt?  

■ How does the idea of money facilitating relationship help you to understand what the 

Church has taught about the issue?  

■ “Usury” isn’t a popular word these days, but it’s an important Biblical concept. Has 

the video better helped you understand it, and why the Church has oppose it?  

■ Christian teaching on money isn’t just about credit and debt – it’s also bound up with 

a Just Wage. How do you respond to this idea?  

 

Further reading:  

■ ‘Neither a Borrower Nor Lender Be Scripture, Usury and the call for Responsible 

Lending.’ Essay by Prof Luke Bretherton: www.theology-centre.org.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2013/04/bretherton-on-usury.pdf  

■ What is the Living Wage? www.theology-centre.org.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2013/04/LivingWage_V21.pdf  

■ Should the British Government re-introduce anti-usury laws? Theos Blog: 

www.theosthinktank.co.uk/comment/2009/09/03/should-the-british-government-re-

introduce-anti-usury-laws#sthash.jAi1HpCk.dpuf  
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