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A recent study on over-indebtedness by the Money Advice Service highlighted that an 

estimated 8.2 million UK adults struggle with their debts. This session will help you think 

about what the Bible has to say about debt – and release from debt. It is the first of four 

films which aim to help you think about how the Church can tackle one of the most 

pervasive problems our society faces. 

 

Watch: 

Find the film ‘Money, Debt & Salvation’ on: www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/resources/

god-and-money  

 

Discuss: 

Was there anything that stood out to you straight away from the video? Were there things 

that surprised you, that you hadn’t thought about before or that challenged your ideas on 

debt in the Bible? 

 

Read: 

There are three passages that will particularly help with your discussions. Read each one 

and discuss its significance with your group. 

■ Genesis 47:13-21 

■ Leviticus 25:39-43 

■ Luke 4:14-19 

Film One: Money, Debt & Salvation 

This guide will help you to use the video for discussion and 

learning in a group. You’ll simply need the video itself, access 

to a Bible and as much time for discussion as you want! 

http://www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/resources/god-and-money
http://www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/resources/god-and-money
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Questions: 

■ “Almost everyone at some point is dealing with credit and debt” What are your 

experiences of credit and debt? 

■ Does debt feel like slavery to you? 

■ How does the idea of release from debt as a motif for salvation help shape our 

attitudes to debt? 

■ “It’s not that lending is always wrong – it might be part of a virtuous circle” Do you 

agree? 

■ In what ways could debt be part of a ‘virtuous circle’? 

■ How will the content of this session help you to think about your own credit and debt 

position differently? – What about the debts of others? 

 

Further resources and reading: 

■ Other scriptures you may find helpful include Exodus 3: 7-15 & 6:6-8 and Acts 2: 

42-45 

■ ‘Debt Stories’ film—people share their own stories about being in debt and finding 

a way out: vimeo.com/110246582 

■ The Debt Awareness and Signposting two-hour workshop was developed with the 

Money Advice Trust to provide an introduction to the causes and impact of debt and 

how to signpost to free debt advice: www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/resources 

vimeo.com/110246582
http://www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/resources

